
 

We respect,
believe, achieve.



The Ark 
Network:
Ark Chamberlain Primary Academy
is part of the Ark network.

Ark is an education charity which runs 
a network of 34 high-achieving, non-
selective schools in Birmingham, 
Hastings, London and Portsmouth.  
Ark schools give children from all 
backgrounds an exceptional education and 
real choices about their future.

Each Ark school has its own distinctive 
character but they all share the same 
goal: to make sure every pupil does well 
enough to go to university or pursue the 
career of their choice.  From the moment your 
child joins our school, we focus on laying the 
foundations for their future success.



I am delighted to introduce you to Ark Chamberlain Primary 
Academy, a five-form entry, mixed, non-denominational junior 
school located in Small Heath, Birmingham.

We became an Ark academy in September 2015.  By joining Ark, 
we have become part of a network of schools that is characterised 
by its exceptionally high expectations for every child.  We aim to 
provide an excellent education that lays the foundations for your 
child to reach the academic standards and have the breadth of 
experience necessary to gain a place at university at the end of their 
secondary education.

Like other Ark schools, we put English and mathematics at the heart of 
our primary curriculum and provide outstanding teaching and support.   
We also use the latest educational technology to ensure that your 

child has access to personalised tuition, both within school and 
beyond the school day.  This way, we help every child to 

do as well as they possibly can.

         Ark Chamberlain is a happy, friendly 
school where children love to learn.  
We value good behaviour and 
courtesy, and we work closely with 
families to help them to help their 
children do well.

  I hope this prospectus shows what Ark 
Chamberlain can offer your child. I very 
much look forward to meeting you and 
extend a warm welcome to you to visit 
our academy to find out more.

Mrs Wendy Baxter

Welcome to 
Ark Chamberlain 
PrimaryAcademy:

PRINCIPAL



From the Governors:
I am delighted to have been appointed Chair of 
Governors at Ark Chamberlain Primary Academy.  
Throughout my career in education I have been 
committed to ensuring that every child gets the best 
possible start in life – and this is exactly what I want 
for the children in our school.
 
At Ark Chamberlain your child is at the heart of what 
we do.  We want every child to fulfil their potential 
and be the very best that they can be.   Our school 
is a happy and healthy school where children care 
for and respect one another, and are happy in each 

other’s company.  We promote respect and tolerance, 
celebrate our differences, and strive for excellence.
 
We are committed to making Ark Chamberlain a 
school that we are all proud of, which has a strong 
and successful future, and which is the school of 
choice for the community.

Judith Petterson
CHAIR OF GOVERNORS



From the Governors:

Our Vision:
We believe in the potential of every child at 
Ark Chamberlain Primary Academy. 

We ensure that all children are supported and 
nurtured in order to develop their aspirations 
to be positive contributors to a global society 
and leaders of tomorrow. To do this we start 
the journey towards a university degree and 
encourage children to explore a wide range of 
future careers.
 
We ensure that the pursuit of excellence 
is promoted and we offer a safe and enjoyable 
learning environment.



 

We respect – ourselves and each other.  We show 
this by being polite and tolerant at all times. We 
understand that we are all different and yet we are all 
equal.  We challenge others who do not show respect.

We believe – that we can all achieve great outcomes 
if we put in the effort required.  We believe in aiming 
for the very best and showing grit and determination 
when necessary.  We believe in a bright future and 
have high aspirations for ourselves and others, no 
matter what the starting point.  We believe in helping 
others who are not as fortunate as us so that we can 
all be good global citizens.

We achieve – our best. We work hard in the academy 
to ensure that all pupils become proficient in reading, 
writing and mathematics as a minimum.  We expect 
that our pupils will have a strong base from which 
to do well in secondary education to enable them to 
achieve a university degree.

For our pupils, we simplify this into a few simple, but 
meaningful words:

“We respect, believe, achieve.”

We are a values-driven school which means that 
everything that we do and how we behave in the 
academy is linked to our vision and values.

Our Values:
At Ark Chamberlain Primary Academy, we 
have three core values which are informed 
by our vision.  These are:

‘We believe in a 
bright future and 
have high aspirations...’



 

‘We are a 
warm, happy, 
inclusive school.’

Knowing  
every child

Excellent 
teaching

Exemplary 
behaviour

High  
expectations

More time  
for learning

Depth 
before  

breadth

High expectations
We are explicit about our high expectations for every 
child from day one.  With the right support and 
teaching, every child is capable of going on to university 
or a rewarding career.  We show children what they can 
achieve and foster high aspirations through trips, visits 
and inspiring lessons.

Excellent teaching
We want every lesson to be stimulating and rewarding 
for every child.  We work hard to recruit, train and 
support exceptional teachers.

Exemplary behaviour
We are a warm, happy, inclusive school. We treat each 
other with courtesy and respect.  We praise and reward 
behaviour, effort and achievement.

Depth before breadth
A secure foundation in English and mathematics is 
essential for the whole curriculum.  We aim to ensure 
that every child is proficient and confident in these 
subjects as early as possible.

More time for learning
Our school day is from 8.45am to 3.15pm.  That gives 
us time to provide a rich and stimulating curriculum 
that meets the needs of every pupil.  Children can enjoy 
our breakfast club from 8am and stay for after school 
clubs and activities.

Knowing every child
Good relationships reinforce a culture of excellent 
behaviour and commitment to learning.  We want to 
know our pupils and their families well so that every child 
has the support they need to make excellent progress.

Our happy, diverse 
school community 
welcomes and values 
children from every 
background.

The Six 
Pillars:
Like other Ark schools, we use the six pillars: an 
approach to teaching and learning that helps us 
to give our pupils an outstanding, life-changing 
education. These are:



Our Curriculum:
Our primary curriculum is designed 
to prepare children for secondary 
school and for the national 
curriculum tests in English and 
mathematics taken in their final year 
with us.  By catering to children’s 
different strengths, aptitudes and 
interests, we aim to make sure that 
every child achieves their full 
potential.  In addition we utilise 
the power of the world wide web 
to enhance your child’s learning 
experience and give 
them access to a global 
community. 



English
We focus on speaking and listening, reading and 
writing fluently using the correct syntax, spelling 
and grammar.  We use a number of different 
programmes of learning to support your child, all of 
which are proven to be effective.  We also provide 
parents with links to useful materials so they can 
help children at home.  Every child is given access 
to an internationally proven online reading and 
comprehension support programme called Lexia.  
We want all our children to love reading and we 
know that the outstanding library facilities within 
the school, as well as a focus on talking about what 
we are reading for pleasure, helps to develop their 
passion for reading.

Mathematics
All Ark schools specialise in mathematics and our 
children study using the Abacus programme of 
learning.  Mathematics is increasingly taught using 
the methods successfully developed in the Far East 
which gives children a strong grasp of the basics of 
mathematics that they can then apply successfully in 
a number of different contexts.  Every child also has 
access to an internationally award-winning online 
mathematics tutorial programme called 
Maths Whizz.

Science
Science stimulates and excites children’s curiosity 
about the world around them, linking practical 
experience with ideas. Children undertake 
experiments and investigations through which they 
acquire and develop scientific knowledge, skills and 
understanding through a series of topics.

Children also study these 
foundation subjects:
• History
• Geography
• Art and Design
• Design Technology (DT)
• Computing
• Modern or Ancient Foreign Language
• Music
• Physical Education (PE)
• Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 

Education (PSHCE)
• Religious Education (RE)

The core curriculum at Key Stages 2 
(years 3 – 6) comprises:



Foundation subjects
We teach history, geography, design and technology 
and art through a creative and themed approach 
using the Cornerstones Curriculum.

Computing
All children learn the basics of how a computer works 
and how to produce simple computer code.  We use 
the multi-award winning ‘Switched on Computing’ 
curriculum to deliver this.  Children have wide access 
to computers throughout the academy to practice 
their skills.

Modern or Ancient foreign language
Our chosen language is Latin and we use a fun 
approach to learning both the language and what life 
was like in Roman Britain.  We teach Latin because 
it provides a good basis for learning any European 
foreign language in secondary education.  In addition, 
research has shown that there are strong links 
between teaching Latin in primary schools and an 
improvement in literacy levels.  Our Latin text books 
tell the story of a mouse called MInimus who lives in 
Hadrian’s Wall in AD100.

Music
Children take part in a song-based curriculum which 
broadens to include instrumental learning as they 
become more confident. Children can also take part 
in the annual Ark music gala.

Physical education and healthy living
Our pupils have regular PE lessons and active play 
is encouraged every day. Children learn athletics, 
dance, team and individual sports and competitive 
performance. Achievement is keenly celebrated 
and the Ark primary sports day is an 
annual highlight. 

Personal, social, health 
and citizenship education
PSHCE helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and 
understanding they need to lead confident, healthy 
independent lives and to become informed, active 
and responsible citizens. Children learn to articulate 
their feelings and the causes of their emotions and 
to develop coping strategies for certain feelings. 
They learn to set themselves goals and to make good 
choices about their health and well-being.

Religious education
We provide non-denominational Religious Education 
for all children including learning about the different 
religions observed by their classmates. In assembly 
we emphasise how our values relate to our school 
community and the world around us – and we 
commemorate the major festivals observed by our 
pupils.  We follow the Birmingham Syllabus for 
RE and deliver this through half termly 
experience days.



Ark Chamberlain Primary 
Academy is an inclusive 
school, committed to the 
success of every pupil. 

Throughout school we keep careful track of pupils 
as individuals, regularly reassess each child’s 
learning progress and review individual targets. If 
children have difficulty we intervene quickly and 
provide relevant support.

Pupils with Special Educational 
Needs or Disability (SEND)
The academy follows the Government’s “Revised Code 
of Practice” to identify, assess and support pupils with 
special educational needs or disability. We provide 
tailored SEND support as necessary which could 
include an Education Health Plan if required.  Support 
may, for example, be given in a class, a small group or 
through individual classes by a skilled team of staff.

Pupils who speak English 
as an Additional Language (EAL)
Pupils for whom English is an additional language 
benefit from our emphasis on the core curriculum, 
gaining extra support until they reach the expected 
achievement for their age in English. Through careful 
assessment and a combination of small learning 
groups, our pupils have full access to the learning 
opportunities provided by the school.

Gifted and talented pupils
We want all our pupils to maximise their potential 
and we are not content with gifted and talented 
pupils simply achieving the expected level for 
their year. We make sure that all our pupils are 
appropriately challenged and supported. Careful 
identification and assessment enable us to provide                               
suitable challenge and differentiation to extend           
the learning of all our pupils.

Making Sure 
Every Child 

Succeeds:



Ark Chamberlain Primary is a safe, caring 
school where pupils are happy in each 
other’s company.

Parents are our most important partners 
and we aim to know our pupils’ parents 
and families well.

Each family discusses and signs our home 
school agreement as we each commit to help 
every pupil get the best out of life at school.

A Happy, 
Healthy School:



Lunch and nutrition
Our pupils enjoy a healthy, freshly-cooked lunch 
from our on-site kitchen each day and healthy 
snacks at break times. We offer vegetarian and halal 
choices. Sweets, crisps, fizzy drinks and “fast foods” 
are not permitted in school.

Attendance and punctuality
Children are expected to attend school on time every 
day as missing school seriously disrupts learning.  If 
a child is unwell we ask parents to inform the school 
immediately – we will provide the child with support 
and catch-up material as soon as they are 
well enough.

Home learning
Homework extends pupils’ independence and self-
discipline. Primary pupils have regular reading and 
maths practice to do at home.

Uniform
We are proud of our smart school uniform which 
demonstrates our commitment to the school 
community. We encourage adults and children 
to be aware and proud of their appearance and 
presentation at school.



Ark Chamberlain Primary is a non-selective, mixed, non-
denominational junior school.  We admit up to 150 Year 
3 pupils each year in five forms of entry.  Applications 
must be made on Birmingham City Council’s Common 
Application Form.  You can find full details of how to apply 
on the council’s primary admissions pages on its website
(www.birmingham.gov.uk/) or you can apply online at 
www.eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk.

Admissions:



When we admit pupils, we prioritise children with 
statements of special educational needs.  Then, if 
our academy is oversubscribed, we offer places to 
children in the following order of priority:

• Looked after or previously looked after children.

• Children who will be attending the linked infant 
school at the time of application and will still 
be in attendance at the end of Year 2.

• Children with a brother or a sister already at 
the academy who will still be in attendance in 
September 2015.

• Children who live nearest the academy by 
straight line distance from their home to the 
main entrance.

The academy will keep 

a waiting list which 

is used to fill casual 

vacancies occurring if 

students leave during 

the year or withdraw 

from a place that has 

been offered.



 

Principal: Mrs Wendy Baxter

Ark Chamberlain Primary Academy
Oldknow Road
Small Heath
Birmingham
B10 OHU

0121 464 8771
 www.arkchamberlain.org 
        @Arkchamberlain 

www.facebook.com/ArkChamberlain


